
Celebrating retreat milestones
Colorado Roots Music Camp began as a dream of Charlie Hall, the week-long camp’s 
director. Charlie’s dream came to reality in 2006 when the fi rst Roots camp was held at 
RMMC. Each summer 80 to 100 participants 
come to the camp to attend classes, 
concerts, jam sessions, seminars, master 
classes, and more. Well-known instructors 
from the bluegrass and jazz communities 
come for the week to teach all skill levels, 
from beginners to masters. 

It has been consistently held the fi rst week 
of June for the last few years, overlapping 
with our summer staff orientation. The sound 
of fi ddles, banjos, and guitars fl oat through 
the trees and welcome us into summer. The 
Roots camp will celebrate their 10th camp 
this June, which has been so successful in fact that Charlie is adding a second music 
camp in August this year for the fi rst time. To read more about the camp you can visit 
their website at www.coloradorootsmusic.com.

Mennonite Quilters Retreats have also celebrated over 10 years of retreats. Barb 
Swartzendruber has been the leader of these retreats since they began in 2004. In the 

spring of 2004 the fi rst retreat was held. After 
having a great response they quickly added a fall 
retreat, and continued the tradition of two retreats 
per year. Now in 2015 we consistently host three 
weekend (Thursday to Sunday) retreats a year, 
with a Denver area quilting guild hosting their 
annual retreat every May.  A great tribute to the 
Mennonite heritage of quilt making, these ladies 
that attend the retreat create some beautiful 
pieces of art. Many quilts worked on during 
retreat are given to the MCC relief sale in Rocky 
Ford, Colorado in October. 

In January, a weekend Scrapbook Retreat 
is held annually, with this year propelling 
them beyond the 10 years-and-counting 
mark. Michelle Van Wie, a Creative Memories 
consultant, began the retreat in 2004. 
Participants gather to share creative ideas, 
fellowship, and create scrapbooks full of 
memories to share with family and friends. With 
the prompting of many attenders, conversations 
have begun to start a second retreat. 

It is wonderful to see the participants at each retreat invite friends to the next gathering, 
which in turn makes for higher attendance and growth for all of these retreats. The 
mission of RMMC to be a place of retreat is certainly being meet with these groups.

Thanks 
to our Great

Volunteers
January to April 2015

Caleb Bay
Mark Bechler
Mary Bechler
Carrie Beggs
Clair Brenneman
Faye Brenneman
Christian Buller
Stan Buller
Josh Carns
Frank Gaeddert
Mary Ellen Gaeddert
Anita Goertzen
Sara Gragg
Sam Hershberger
Gloria Hostetler
Spike Hostetler
Heidi Johnson
Rick King
Amanda Koch
Matt Layman
Dennis LeFevre
Lisa Longacher
Caleb Longenecker
Hailey Mann
Chad Martens
Cindy Martens
David Martens
Eldon Martens
Dave Martin

Jodi Miller
Stan Miller
Ramona Rios
Harlow Schmidt
Dan Sheets
Ed Shirk
Phyllis Shirk
Jim Showalter
Landon Skudneski
Gary Smith
Daniel Spicher
Ethan Spicher
Jean Spicher
Jeff Spicher
Riley Sprunger
Kerry Stutzman
Leon Stutzman
Levi Stutzman
Rodney Stutzman
Ardell Swartzendruber
Doug Swartzendruber
Jeni Umble
Anna Unruh
Lyonell Unruh
Lauren Weaver
Ron Weaver
Roger White
Kevin Wilder
Julie Yoder

The annual Mountain States 
Mennonite Conference’s Men’s 
Retreat had a great showing of 
support this year to help with the 
building project prior to the retreat. 
Pictured are the volunteers after a 
very productive day and they still 
had energy to smile for the camera!



Come Stay 
with us!

Please call with interest in available 
dates and to make a reservation.

MAY 2015
Eagle’s Nest: 1-6, 9-13, 17-20
Sky-Hi-View: 6-8, 10-22
Rocky Ridge: closed for winter
Solitude Center: 1-11, 15-23, 26-30
Emmental: 1-13, 17-21, 25-30
 
JUNE 2015
Eagle’s Nest: 6, 10-17, 21, 28-30
Sky-Hi-View: 10-13, 21
Rocky Ridge: 6-11, 22, 25-27
Solitude Center: 6-21, 28-30
Emmental: 6-17
 
JULY 2015
Eagle’s Nest: 1, 15
Sky-Hi-View: 9, 19, 26
Rocky Ridge: 1, 9, 31
Solitude Center: 1-6, 24-26, 31
Emmental: 1-2, 12-18
 
AUGUST 2015
Eagle’s Nest: 11-19, 24-31
Sky-Hi-View: 1, 22-23, 26-27, 30-31
Rocky Ridge: 1-6, 15-31
Solitude Center: 1-31
Emmental: 15-26, 30-31

“I appreciated being able to 
disconnect with everything 
around me and just focus on 
making my relationship with 
God stronger.” 

 - Sr High Snow Camp 1 camper

What You Said...What You Said...

“5 star, seriously 
appreciate the facilities 
and food is always top 
notch” 

- Jr High Snow Camp sponsor

We’ve got a fantastic crew of wilderness 
camp staff this summer. David Leaman-Miller 
is returning to the wilderness staff, and joining 
him are last summer resident camp counselors 
Caleb Bay and Elizabeth Derstine. 

“I am returning to camp this summer because 
last summer was the best summer of my 

life! I am eagerly anticipating returning to RMMC to spend time in the glorious Rocky 
Mountains and with amazing people.”                                              - David Leaman-Miller

“Since my fi rst time at camp, RMMC has been my absolute favorite place! The camp 
and location itself is beautiful and full of opportunity; but more than anything, the 
campers, staffers, and families at RMMC create such a wonderful community that I 
couldn’t stay away if I wanted to!”                                                                     - Caleb Bay

In February, Corbin Graber 
and Jenelle Roynon traveled 
to Bluffton, Goshen, Hesston, 
and Bethel colleges to talk with 
prospective summer staff. Pictured 
is the RMMC gathering of past 
staff and future staff at Goshen 
College enjoying pizza together 
and reminiscing about the fun days 
of summer. 

Dates listed are available nights 
for ridge cabin rentals and 
Emmental Retreat Center

Did You Know?
RMMC has been blessed this year to have two long-term volunteers. Lauren Weaver 
helps with offi ce, housekeeping, and the camp website. Sam Hershberger has primarily 
been working on the new building project but has also been handy in the kitchen. Thank 
you both for your help!

“After graduating college in the spring of 2014, and not yet set 
on what exact career I was looking for, I decided to work as 
summer staff again at camp. As the summer ended, I decided 
to volunteer at camp while I was job searching in Colorado. 
Volunteering is something that I really enjoy doing and can see 
the impact it makes on a wonderful place like RMMC. Now that I 
have moved to Colorado Springs, it makes it easier to be up here 
more frequently. To volunteer your time, means giving up money 
opportunities and many other things. But it seems to me that the rewards are far greater 
than any salary I would be getting right now.  This is where my heart and passion are, up 
here at 9,620 feet. I wouldn’t have it any other way. Giving back to camp is just another 
way to say thank you for my amazing 10 years growing up here as a camper.” 
                                                                                                                  - Lauren Weaver

“I was born and raised in Topeka, Kansas, but I have had nothing 
but a good time since coming to Colorado this past October. 
When I fi rst came to camp I thought that I would only be here for 
two months but ended up staying much longer because this is 
such a nice place to work and play. There is a great variety in the 
work that is done here so you never get bored. I fi nd that going 
on hikes and being outdoors brings me much peace. I am also 
looking forward to what the summer has to offer.”                                                                
                                                                          - Sam Hershberger



Rocky Mountain Mennonite Camp
709 County Road 62

Divide, Colorado  80814
phone: 719-687-9506

fax: 719-687-2582
email: info@rmmc.org
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Staff Members
Corbin Graber, Executive Director

Mary Yoder, Head Cook
Jenelle Roynon, Program Director
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Rocky Mountain Mennonite Camp is 
a ministry of the Mennonite Church 

with the purpose of providing a place 
of retreat which encourages holistic 

Christian growth by fostering the
spiritual, social, physical, and

 intellectual growth of each guest.

Dan Sheets (Wayland, IA) 
volunteered his time and skills to 
refi nish the Zurich Dining Hall fl oor. 
Pictured is the fl oor after an initial 
sanding to remove the old fi nish. 
Dan will return to camp soon to 
refi nish the Bern Dining Hall fl oors. 
Thanks, Dan!

Dear Friends of RMMC,

It was in October, 2014 that the realities of the scope of 
the Pleiades project hit us like a truck. Not only the size of 
the building but also the complications that were literally 
unearthed, that caused some of us to panic a bit. We 
appealed to you by way of a letter outlining our needs and 
we could not have been more elated at your response. 
Never before have so many been so generous - in funds, 
and also in time, expertise, and support. For all these gifts 
we are truly grateful and profoundly humbled. Thank you 
very much.

Many of you are following the progress through the 
weekly email updates (if you aren’t on the list, please 
contact camp) and though the photos don’t show dramatic 
changes like earlier, the progress continues at a good 
pace. But there is still lots to do. Soon we will begin the 
drywall phase, taking care to resolve as many sound 
transfer issues as possible. Help is needed and we 
welcome anyone who wants to add their sweat to the 
project. Just let camp staff know when you can come.

In the meantime planning for the summer camps and 
activities go on as usual. The board recognizes that this 
is our “real work” and that the lives that will be touched by 
our merciful God and relationships made and strengthened 
this camping season must be our primary focus. For this 
we covet your prayers and support. Each life is a gift - 
campers, staff, and administrators, and we intend to do our 
best to make each encounter at camp one to remember 
and treasure - by the grace of our loving God. 

Blessings to All,
Ed Shirk, RMMC Board President
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WHAT’S STILL NEEDED: $149,612 (25% of projects)

WHAT’S BEEN GIVEN: $450,388 (75% of projects)

HOw You’ve helped



Upcoming Events
May 31 - June 6
Summer Staff Orientation
Colorado Roots Music Camp (guest group)

June 7-13
Senior High Resident Camp
Grade 6&7 Wilderness I 
June 14-20
Grade 8&9 Resident Camp
Grade 6&7 Wilderness II
June 21-27
Grade 6&7 Resident Camp
Grade 8&9 Wilderness I
June 28 - July 4
Grade 4&5 Resident Camp
Grade 8&9 Wilderness II
July 5-11
Camp Rocky (guest group)

July 11-17
Camp Pike (guest group)

July 17-19
Grade 3 Resident Camp
July 19-25
Senior High Wilderness I
Family Camp I (ends on July 24)

July 26 - August 1
Senior HIgh Wilderness II
Family Camp II (ends on July 31)

To change your preferences for how you receive publications from RMMC or update your contact info, please contact camp by phone or email.

You’ve Been Spotted!
We spotted Sean Sewell (Topeka, 
KS) wearing his RMMC sweatshirt 
at work on a wind turbine. Sean is a 
wind turbine service technichian in 
Lioti, KS. Thanks, Sean, for sharing 
RMMC on the windy plains of 
Kansas. Share your “spotted” photo 
with us. Email jenelle@rmmc.org

Fish stocked in the Pond
A hover of rainbow trout arrived April 
14 to make their new home in the 
pond at RMMC. Their presence makes 
possible a bit of fun recreation for 
guests who might like to spend an 
afternoon of catch-and-release fi shing. 
And you don’t have to be an expert 
angler as trout are apparently unable to 
distinguish between a fl y that arrives in 
the water following a perfect cast, and 
one which is cast badly. 

Rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) 
are named for the beautiful colors of their skin, typically blue-green with a pink streak 
along their sides, white underbelly, and small black spots on their back and fi ns. The 45 
trout we purchased were hatched in January of 2014, and average about 9-11 inches in 
length. Specifi cally they are the Donaldson strain of rainbow trout. Aquatics Association 
of Fort Collins delivered these so-called “Super Trout” on a day our pond was 95 

percent covered in ice. We acclimated them to the 
colder temperature by transferring some of the pond 
ice into their traveling tank. Rainbow trout can grow 
to be quite large. The largest on record weighed 
48 pounds, which is about the same as a fi rst year 
RMMC camper. Realistically though, our trout will 
grow only one or two more inches over the summer, 
but of course all fi shermen know that trout get 
progressively larger after they have been caught!

- Jill White, Volunteer Naturalist


